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IMPLEMENTATION CATEGORIES AND POTENTIAL 

DESIGNATION TOOLS

Designation tools: There is no single overarching legal tool for establishing the MPA Network 

as a whole. A variety of Indigenous, federal, and provincial designation tools are being considered. 

Potential tools have been identified for Category 1 zones based on alignment with zone-specific 

conservation objectives, activities of concern, and partner organization discussions.

5 potential tools = 90% of Category 1 area
•  3 x Ocean Act MPAs

•   1 x marine National Wildlife Area

•  1 x National Marine Conservation Area Reserve

Remaining 10% = 25 smaller areas with a range of proposed designation tools (e.g. Fisheries Act 

Marine Refuge,  BC Wildlife Management Areas)

•  site identification;

•  feasibility assessments;

•  refinement/completion of overview and 

assessment reports;

•  collaboration and consultation with First 

Nations;

•  consultation and engagement with stakeholders 

and the public;

•  designing management measures;

•  reaching implementation agreements;

•  and, finally, formally designating the MPA. 

MPA establishment processes can vary widely depending on the designation tools 

selected, however the establishment of MPAs will typically include some or all of the following 

steps:

Implementation categories were applied to Network zones based on the level of agreement achieved 

among the governance partners and/or other First Nations. Three categories were developed, and the level of detail 

provided in the Network Action Plan reflects the corresponding implementation timelines. 

Category 1 Zones: implementation by 2025

Category 1 zone descriptions in the Network Action Plan 

profiles include:

•  proposed boundaries (of potential MPAs and their 

proposed constituent zones);

•  proposed conservation objectives (the desired outcomes 

for conservation priorities);

•  preliminary activity assessment tables that identify 

activities of concern that might pose a risk to 

conservation priorities, and 

•  potential designation tool(s) 

Category 2 Zones: implementation by 2030

Category 2 zone descriptions in the Network Action Plan 

profiles include:

•  proposed boundaries (of potential MPAs and constituent 

zones), and

•  proposed conservation objectives.

Existing ‘as-is, where-is’ zones:
Throughout the NSB there are a number of existing 

MPA designations and RCAs  that contribute to the MPA 

Network but have no proposed changes in the Action Plan. 

Category 3 Areas: no implementation timeline

Category 3 is applied to areas within the NSB that are 

important ecologically and culturally, and that (along 

with any future zones within them) may contribute to 

the Network objectives, but further work is required to 

reach agreement among governing partners and/or other 

First Nations regarding how they (and their zones)  will 

be described and implemented. They are included in the 

profiles as areas for further planning, with a description of 

the ecological and cultural values that could contribute to 

the Network targets.


